ALL RIGHTS RESERVED © 

No part Of thl. book may be reproduced or utilized in any form or by any means, 
electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording or by information 
•torage and retrieval system, without the permission of the publisher. 

First Edition: March 2006 
Supervised by: 

ABDUL MALIK MUJAHID 


© Maktaba Dar-us-Salam, 2006 

King Fahd National Library Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

Abdul Mawjood, Salahuddin Ali 

The biography of Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal./Salahuddin 
Ali Abdul Mawjood. - Riyadh, 2006 
151p; 21cm 
ISBN: 9960-97 15-2-X 

1- Ibn Hanbal, Ahmad Ibn Muhammad 241 H 
1- Title . 

922.584 dc 

L.D. no.. 1427/689 

ISBN: 9960-97 1 5-2-X 



1427/689 


g IjJI 

Prayer According 
to the Sunnah 


Compiler 

Prof. Muhammad Zulfiqar 


Edited by 

Arwa bint Dr. Muhammad Jibaly 


DARUSSALAM 

GLOBAL LEADER IN ISLAMIC BOOKS 
Riyadh, Jeddah, Sharjah, Lahore 
London, Houston, New York 



HEAD OFFICE 

P.0. Box: 22743, Riyadh 11416 K.S.A.Tel: 0096 -1-4033962/4043432 Fax: 4021659 
E-mail:damssalam@awalnet.net.sa, riyadh@dar-us-salam.com, Website: www.dar-us-salam.com 



Olaya branch: Tel 00966-1-4614483 Fax: 4644945 
Malaz branch: Tel 00966-1-4735220 Fax: 4735221 

• Jeddah 

Tel: 00968-2-6879254 Fax: 6336270 

• Madlnah 

Tel: 00968-503417155 Fax: 04-8151121 

• Al-Khobar 

Tel: 00966-3-6692900 Fax: 8691551 

• Khamla Muehayt 

Tel & Fax: 00966-072207055 
U.A.E 

• Darussalam, Sharjah UA.E 

Tel: 00971-6-5632623 Fax: 5632624 
Shaijah@d ar-ue-salam.com. 

PAKISTAN 

• Darussalam, 36 B Lower Mall. Lahore 
Tel: 0092-42-724 0024 Fax: 7354072 

• Rahman Market, Ghazni Street, Urdu Bazar Lahore 
Tel: 0092-42-7 1 20054 Fax: 7320703 

• Karachi, Tel: 0092-21-4393936 Fax; 4393937 
- Islamabad, Tel: 0092-51-2600237 


PO Box: 79194 Tx 77279 

Tel: 001-713-722 0419 Fax: 001-713-722 0431 

E-mail: hOUSton@dar-us-salam.com 

Darussalam, New York 481 Allantic Ave. Brooklyn 

New York-11217, Tel: 001-718-625 5925 

Fax: 7186251511 

E-mail: newyork@dar-us-salam.com. 


Darussalam International Publications Ltd. 
Leyton Business Centre 


Unlt-17, Etloe Road, Leyton, London, E10 7BT 
Tel: 0044 20 8539 4885 Fax:0044 2085394689 
Website: www.darussalam.com 



Regents Park Mosque, 146 Park Road 
London NWB 7ftG TM 0044- 207 725 2248 


AUSTRALIA 


Darussalam. 153, Haldon St, Lakemba (Sydney) 
NSW 2195, Australia 

Tel: 0061-2-97407188 Fax: 0061-2-97407109 
Mobile: 0081-414580813 Res: 0061-2-975801 90 


• Islmlc Books Servloe 

Ontario Canada L5K2C8 Mbsls30u9a ' 

Tsl: 001-906-403-8406 Ext 218 Fax: 905-8409 


A2, 4/F Tslm Sha Mansion 
8387 Nathan Road THmbs 
Kowloon, Hong Kona 
Tel: 00862 2389 2722 Fax: 
Mobile: 00862 97123624 


NO-109A, JaJan SS21/1A, Damansara Utama, 


FRANCE 

• Etfldons & UbralHs Esaalam 

135, Bd da MSnlmontant- 75011 Parts 
T6I: 003301-43 38 19 56/44 83 

Fmc 003301-4367 4431 E-mal:mmlsun@ain< 


SINGAPORE 

• Muslim Converts Association of Singapore 
32 Onan Road The Galaxy 
Singapore- 424484 

Tel: 0065-440 6924, 348 8344 Fax: 440 6724 


SRI LANKA 

• Darul Kltab 6, Nlmal Road, Colombo-4 
Tel: 0094 115 358712 Fax: 115-358713 

INDIA 

• Islamic Books International Mumbai-lndia 
54 Tandel Street (North) 

Dongrf, Mumbai 4000 009,lndla 
Tel: 0091-22-2373 6875, Fax:2373 0689 
E-mail :8alaa@irf.net 
SOUTH AFRICA 

• Islamic Da'wah Movement (IDM) 

48009 Qu albert 4078 Durban, South Africa 
Tel: 0027-31-304-6883 Fax: 0027-31-305-1292 
E-mall: ldm@lon.coja 


Contents 

Unknown Preacher of Islam 

Salah : Obligation, Eminence and Importance 

Negligence in the Matter of Salah is Kufr (Infidelity) 
Eminence of Salat 

Purification: The Ruling of Purification and Its Status 
Kinds of Purification 
Kinds of Impurity 
What Purifies? 

Purification from Urinating/ Defecating 

Answering the Call of Nature in Public Places 

Touching the Private Parts with Right Hand 

Odd Number of Stones or Other Solid Things 

Washing the Private Parts with Water 

Urinating into a Hole 

Urinating in the Bath Area 

Severe Pressure of the Call of Nature Invalidates 

Strict Orders to Avoid the Splashes of Urine 

Floor Soiled with Urine 

Garment Soiled with the Blood of Menses 

Garment Soiled with Semen 

Garment Soiled with the Urine of the Suckling 

Soiled Shoes 

If a Dog Drinks Water from a Vessel 
Hide/ Leather of a Dead Animal 
Anything Tasted by Cat 
Eating in Gold and Silver Vessels 
Ghusl (Complete Bath) and Its Legislation 
When Ghusl Becomes Obligatory 
The Method of Performing Ghusl 
When Ghusl is Recommended 
On Washing the Dead 
On ‘E id Festivals/ 'Eid Days 
On Donning the Jhram (The Pilgrim's Dress) 

On Entering Makkah 

Issues Related to Sexual Intercourse and Ghusl 


17 

27 

29 

34 

47 

48 

49 
49 
52 
52 

52 

53 

55 

56 

56 

57 
57 
59 
59 

59 

60 
61 
61 
61 
62 
63 

65 

66 
68 

70 

71 

72 
72 




6 


Prayer according to Sunnah 


Contents 


7 


Sexual Intercourse and Bathing for Purification 73 

Association and Handshaking with a Person Who is Junub 75 

Issues Related to Ejaculation and Ghusl 77 

Kinds of Discharges 77 

Women Also Have Wet Dreams 77 

Discharge of Madhi Does Not Make One Liable to Take 
a Bath 78 

Issues Related to the Cessation of Menstruation 79 

Mingling with Menstruating Women 79 

The Problem of Istihadah 81 

Important Explanation 82 

Prayer and Fasting of Menstruating Women 83 

Injunctions Regarding Nifas (Puerperium) 85 

Wudu ’ 87 

Virtues of Wudu' 87 

Full Sequence of Wudu' according to the Sunnah 89 

After Awakening First of All Wash Your Hands 90 

Blow Your Nose Three Times 91 

Washing of the Body Parts Once Only 91 

Washing of the Body Parts Twice 92 

Washing of the Body Parts More Than Three Times 92 

Wiping the Khuff 92 

Time Limit for Wiping on the Khuff 93 

Wiping over Socks 94 

Wiping over Socks by the Companions 94 

The Word 'Jourab' in Arabic Lexicon 95 

Wiping over the Turban 95 

Invocations after Wudu' 96 

About the Sizvak 9 7 

Tahiyat-ul-Wudu' 98 

Several Prayers with One Wudu 99 

Rinsing the Mouth after Drinking Milk (Before Salah) 99 

Rinsing the Mouth after Eating As-Sawiq (Before Salah) 100 

Not Repeating Ablution after Eating Mutton 100 

What Invalidates Wudu' 100 

Passing of Wind 101 


Imagining the Release of Wind 101 

Status of Wudu' after Touching Private Parts 102 

Status of Wudu' after Sleeping 102 

Sleeping While Sitting 103 

Performing Wudu' after Eating Camel's Meat 103 

Making Wudu' While Wearing a Cast or Sling 104 

Leaving a Part of the Limbs Unwashed While 
Making Wudu' 104 

Vomiting does not Invalidate the Wudu’ 105 

If Wudu’ is Terminated 106 

Tayammum 107 

When it is Lawful 107 

Lack of Water 108 

Inability to Use Water Because of Illness 108 

How to Perform Tayammum 109 

Tayammum When One is Junub 109 

Tayammum is a Special Advantage for This Ummah 110 

Tayammum Due to Cold 111 

Dress of the Worshipper 112 

Salah without Covering the Head 114 

Women to Cover the Head During Salah 115 

Women to Cover the Whole Body 

During Salah 115 

Covering the Thigh 116 

Letting a Garment Hang Below the Ankles 117 

Wearing of Silk 118 

Performing Salah Wearing Shoes 119 

Tying the Hair Back in Salah for Men 121 

Marks or Pictures on Clothes 121 

Using Clothes to Cover the Hot Ground 122 

Injunctions Relating to Mosques 125 

Excellence of Walking Towards the Mosque 126 

Virtues of Some Mosques 130 

Virtues of Masjidul-Haram 130 

The Mosque of Allah's Messenger Sfe 131 

Quba' Mosque 131 



8 


Prayer according to Sunnah 


Contents 


9 


Journeying to Only Three Mosques 132 

Virtue of Praying Voluntary Prayers At Home 132 

Tahiyat-ul-Masjid 133 

Spitting in the Mosque 134 

Eating Onions before Coming to 

the Mosque 136 

Sleeping in the Mosque 137 

Pitching a Tent in the Mosque 140 

Asking a Debtor to Repay in the Mosque 140 

Purchase and Sale in Mosque 141 

Seeking Lost Items in Mosques 141 

Reciting Poetry in the Mosque 142 

Religious Gatherings in Mosques 142 

Talking Aloud in Mosques 143 

Excellence of Sweeping the Mosque 143 

Fastening a Prisoner in the Mosque 144 

Excellence of Waiting for the Saldh .... 144 

Gates in the Mosque 145 

What to Say on Entering the Mosque 146 

Abomination of Performing Saldh in Graveyards 147 

All the Earth is a Place for Performing Saldh . 147 

Timings of Prayers 149 

Superiority of Offering Saldh at the Prescribed Hour 149 

Time of Fajr Prayer 151 

Timings of Zuhr Prayer 153 

Timing of Zuhr in Scorching Heat 154 ' 

Timing of 'Asr Prayer 156 

Whoever Misses the 'Asr prayer 157 

Timing of the Maghrib Prayer 157 

Timing of the 'Isha' Prayer * 158 

When Prayer is Forbidden 160 

Praying the Missed Salawaat after 'Asr and Fajr Prayers 161 
Lapsed Prayers 163 

Adhdn and Iqamah 165 

The Excellence of the Adhdn and the Mu'adhin 166 

Explanation 166 


How the Adhdn was Established 

Wording of Adhdn 

Double Adhdn 

The Fajr Prayer Adhdn 

Adhdn Twice and Iqamah Once 

The Iqamah 

What to Say on Hearing the Adhdn 

Two Adhans for the Saldh of Fajr 

Two Short Rak'ahs after the Adhdn of Fajr 

Duration between the Two Adhans of Fajr 

Adhdn for Every Saldh 

Method of Adhdn When it is Raining 

Turning the Neck While Pronouncing the Adhdn 

Charging for Pronouncing the Adhdn 

Raising the Voice in Pronouncing Adhdn 

Saldh between the Adhdn and Iqamah 

Supplication during Adhdn and Iqamah 

Prohibition of Performing a Voluntary Saldh 

after the Iqamah 

Leaving the Mosque after the Adhdn 
Coming for the Saldh with Calmness 
If the Imam is Confronted with a Problem after the Iqamah 
When the People Should Stand Up 
If the Meal Has Been Served 
Congregational Salat 

The Sick Attending the Congregational Prayer 

Permission for Women to Go to the Mosques 

Details of the Congregational Saldh 

Congregational Prayers of Two Persons 

The Standing of Two Men 

Praying Alone Behind the Row 

One Woman Can Form a Row 

Wall or a Sutrah between the Imam and Followers 

The Learned are Entitled to Lead the Saldh 

If Some People are Equally Proficient in the 

Recitation of the Qur'an 


167 

168 
169 
171 

171 

172 
172 

178 

179 

180 
180 
181 
181 
182 
182 
183 
183 

183 

184 

184 

185 

186 
186 
189 
193 
196 
198 
202 
203 

203 

204 

204 

205 

207 




10 


Prayer according to Sunnah 


Leading the Prayer by a Blind Man 208 

Leading the Prayer by a Traveler 208 

A Woman Leading the Prayer 209 

Commanding the Imam to be Considerate of the People . 209 

A Slave Can Lead the Salah 211 

Performing Salah behind a Sinner or Heretic 212 

The Imam is Appointed to be Followed 213 

Repeating the Prayer 215 

If Something Happens in Salah 217 

Carrying a Child 218 

Moving One or Two Steps in the Prayer 219 

The Imam's Weeping in Salah 220 

Casting a Look at the Imam during Salah 221 

Leading the Salah by an Unwanted Person 221 

The Qiblah 223 

The Order to Face the Qiblah 223 

Changing the Qiblah 224 

Prayer in the Ka’bah 226 

Direction of the Qiblah 226 

Wherever You Turn 227 

Performing Salah While Riding on an Animal 228 

Prohibition of Performing Salah While Facing a Grave 229 

The Sutrah 231 

To Perform Salah Facing a P illar 233 

To Perform Salah Facing a Mount 234 

To Perform Salah Facing a Bed 235 

Distance between the Person and the Sutrah 235 

Preventing the Person Who Tries to Pass In Front of Him 237 
Khushu' in Salah 239 

Everything Opposing Khushu' is Forbidden 240 

Attaining the Full Reward for the Salah 241 

Table for Number of Rak'ah in Each Salah 247 

Regarding the Prophet's Guidance in Prayer 249 

Description of Salah 250 

Takbir Al-Ihram 254 

Qiyam or Standing in the Prayer 256 


Contents 


11 


What to Do if One Starts His Salah Sitting and 

Then during the Salah Feels Better 

Placing the Right Hand on the Left 

What to Say after the Takbir 

Then Recite the Ta'weedth 

Then Recite Surah Al-Fatihah 

Recitation of Bismillah in An Audible Voice 

Obligation of Surah Fatihah 

Saying Ameen 

Rules of Recitation 

Recitation in the Fajr Prayer 

Recitation in the Zuhr and Asr Prayers 

To Recite Quietly in the Zuhr and Asr Prayers 

Recitation in the Maghrib Prayer 

Recitation in 'Ishd Prayer 

Reciting Two or Three Surahs in One Rak'ah 

Reciting Carefully and Distinctly 

Recitation in a Pleasant Voice 

Recitation of Some Special Surahs 

Preserve the Qur'an 

Response to Various Verses 

Saying Takbir on Bowing 

Raful-Yadain 

Those Who Do Not Raise Their Hands in Salah 
First Hadith 
Second Hadith 
Third Hadith 

Description of Bowing Perfectly 

What to Invoke in Bowing 

Reciting Qur'an in Bowing 

Bowing behind the Rows 

Calmness on Raising the Head from Bowing 

Prostration (Sajdah) 

Superiority of Prostration 
Description of the Prostration 
What to Invoke in Prostration 


257 

258 
260 

263 

264 

267 

268 
269 
272 
274 
276 

279 

280 
281 

283 

284 

285 
285 
287 

287 

288 
289 
292 
292 

294 

295 

296 
299 
301 
301 
304 
304 
304 
306 
310 



12 


Prayer according to Sunnah 


Contents 


13 


Or Recite These Words 311 

Sitting between Two Prostrations 313 

Sitting Straight, Then Getting Up 315 

The Tashahhud 316 

Correct Way for Sitting 316 

What to Say in Tashahhud 318 

The First Tashahhud 320 

Raising of Finger 320 

Raising Hands in the Third Rak'ah 321 

Compensation of First Tashahhud 322 

Last Tashahhud 322 

Excellence of Blessings Upon the Prophet sf| 326 

Then Recite Any Supplication 328 

Taslim 329 

Turning Around after the Salah 331 

Adhkar after TasUm 333 

What to Say after Completing the Salah 333 

Ay at Al-Kursi 338 

Mu'awidhataan 339 

Al-Falaq 339 

Surat An-Nas 340 

Joint Supplications after Compulsory Prayer 340 

Sujud As-Sahw 343 

Prostration during the Recitation of the Qur'an 347 

List of Prostration Places in the Qur'an 349 

Qunut 351 

Invocation in the Prayer 351 

Voluntary Prayers 357 

Two Rak'ahs before Fajr Prayer 358 

Briefness in Performing the Two Rak'ahs 360 

Desirability of Lying Down after the Two 

Voluntary Rak'ahs of Fajr Prayer 363 

Voluntary Prayers of the Zuhr Prayer 364 

Voluntary Prayers of the 'Asr Prayer 367 

Voluntary Prayers of the Maghrib Prayer 368 

Voluntary Prayers of the 'Ishd' Prayer 370 


The Witr Prayer 

Time of Witr Prayer 
Witr Prayer While Riding or Getting in 
Two Witrs in One Night 
Compensation of the Witr Prayer 
What to Recite in the Witr Prayer 
Invocations for Qunut in the Witr Prayer 
What to Say Following the Witr Prayer 
The Night Prayer 

What to Recite on Waking from Sleep 
Invocation of Tahajjud 
Night Prayer of Allah's Messenger M 
Night Prayer Consists of Pairs 
Compensation of the Night Prayer 
Moderation and Regularity in Prayer 
Some Remaining Points on the Night Prayer 
Recitation in a Loud Voice 

The Excellence of Night Prayers during Ramadan 
The Excellence of Voluntary Salah during Lailat-ul-Qadr 

Duha Prayer 

Merit of the Duha Prayer 
The Abridged Prayer 

Maghrib Prayer during a Journey 
Length of a Journey for Shortening the Prayer 
Duration of the Travel 
Combining Two Prayers in Journey 
Combining Two Prayers in Residence 
Optional Prayer in a Journey 
Voluntary Salah While Riding 
]u mu 'ah Prayer 

The Strict Order for Attending the jumu'ah Prayer 
Taking a Bath on Friday 
Perfume and Wudu' 

Time of jumu'ah Prayer 

Jumu’ah Prayer in Villages and Towns 

Adhan on Friday 


371 

373 

375 

376 

376 

377 
377 
379 
381 
386 
389 
391 
397 

397 

398 

401 

402 

403 

408 

409 
409 
413 

415 

416 
418 
420 

422 

423 
423 
425 
428 
428 

431 

432 

433 
435 


14 


Prayer according to Sunnah 


The Friday Khutbah (Sermon) 436 

Delivering the Khutbah on the Pulpit 442 

Invoking Allah for Rain in the Khutbah 442 

Giving Instruction in the Khutbah 443 

Silence during the Khutbah 443 

A Special Moment during Friday 444 

Recitation in Fajr Prayer on Friday 445 

Recitation in Jumu'ah Prayer 445 

Leaning on a Staff or Bow during the Khutbah 446 

Optional Prayer before and after the Jumu'ah Prayer 447 

Sitting in Other Person's Place 450 

Combining of ‘Eid and Jumu'ah Prayers 450 

Sitting Posture during the Khutbah 451 

'Eid Festivals 453 

Bathing on 'Eid Days 454 

Giving Charity before 'Eid ul-Fitr 454 

Eating before Going to the 'Eid Prayer 455 

Going to a Praying Place without Pulpit 457 

Coming Out of Women for the 'Eid Prayer 458 

Saying the Takbir on the Days of 'Eid 459 

The Prayer and Khutbah of ‘Eid 461 

Recitation in the Two 'Eid Prayers 464 

Voluntary Salah before or after the ' Eid Prayer 464 

Whoever Missed the ‘Eid Prayer 465 

Performing the Prayer on the Day after 'Eid 465 

Taking a Different Path Home on the Day of 'Eid 466 

Istisqa' Prayer 467 

Istisqa is of Three Kinds 467 

The Istisqa' Prayer is without Adhan or Iqdmah 472 

Invocation for When it Rains 472 

Requesting Others to Invoke Allah for Rain 472 

Prayer during A Solar Eclipse 475 

The Eclipse Prayer 476 

Long Prostration during the Eclipse Prayer 477 

A Woman May Lead the Eclipse Prayer 477 

Giving Charity during the Eclipse 478 


Content 


15 


The Prayer of Fear 481 

Besieging a Fort or Chasing the Enemy 483 

Salat-ul-Istikharah 485 

Salah of Tasbih 489 

The Funeral Prayer 491 

Four Takbirs in Funeral Prayer 492 

Recitation of Surah Al-Fatihah in the Funeral Prayer 493 

Where should the Imam Stand 493 

Supplications of Funeral Prayer 494 

Supplication for a Child 498 

Funeral Prayer of a Martyr 499 

Funeral Prayer of a Child 499 

Performing Prayer for One Who Commits Suicide 500 

Funeral Prayer for Hypocrites or Polytheists 501 

Performing the Funeral Prayer in Absence of the Dead Body. 502 
Funeral Prayer in the Mosque 504 

Funeral Prayer over the Grave 505 

Forbidden Times of Praying and Burial 506 

Burial at Night 506 

Making a Side Extension to the Grave 507 

The Grave Should be A Little Elevated 507 

Putting the Dead in the Grave Legs-First 508 

Invocation to Say While Placing the Dead in the Grave 508 
Invocation after Burying the Deceased 509 

The Speech of the Deceased 509 


Whoever Loves to Meet Allah, Allah Loves to Meet Him 510 


Making the Graves a Place of Prayer 512 

Sitting on the Graves 513 

Plastering the Graves 513 

Supplicating for the Dead on the Graves 514 

Visiting the Graves 518 

Women Visiting the Graves 519 

Hurrying Up with the Dead Body 520 

Advising the People at the Grave 520 

Standing for the Funeral Procession 522 


16 


Prayer according to Sunnah 


When One Should Sit after Standing or 

Accompanying the Procession 523 

Women are Forbidden to Follow the Funeral Procession . . . 524 
Taking Out the Deceased from Their Graves 525 

Praising a Deceased Person 526 

Desiring to be Buried in the Sacred Land 527 

Announcement of a Death 528 

Riding after Performing the Funeral Prayer 529 

Sanctity of Person Whether Dead or Alive 529 

Preparing Food for the Deceased's Family 530 

Debt of the Deceased 530 


UNKNOWN PREACHER OF ISLAM 

Major Massey, an officer of the British Indian Army 
declined to fire at the defenseless crowd in Jallianwala 
Bagh, Amritsor for which he was court-martialed and 
demoted to the rank of lieutenant. When he attained 
the rank of Major again, he was posted to the Attock 
Fort. He recounts an incident there which proved a 
turning point in his life. 

In the sultry heat of June, Major Massey returned from 
parade to work on a special report from his office. So 
urgent was this business that he skipped his lunch. At 
2 p.m. he looked out of the window and saw an Indian 
solider, laden with a sack of bricks, being driven 
around the ground like an animal under the burning 
sun. The soldier was undergoing a punishment by 
order of his commanding officer. When the soldier 
slacked, the Sikh sentry lashed his back urging him to 
pick up full speed. This act lasted for an hour. 
Meanwhile Major Massey marveled at the courage 
and stamina of the soldier. At 2:30 p.m. the Sikh sentry 
gave his victim half an hour to rest. The soldier went 
straight to the water tap. He washed both hands, 
rinsed his mouth thrice but did not take a single 
draught of water. He then washed his face and arms 
up to the elbows. Lastly he washed his feet. Folding 
his hands and facing the Ka'bah he stood on the fiery 
hot ground to pray to his Lord. No sooner did he raise 
his hands in prayer than his tormentor, the Sikh 
sentry, descended upon him and ordered him to 
resume running. 
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As he watched this scene from his ofhce wmdow 
Major Massey's wonder passed all bounds. He walked 
down to the office of the Indian unit and 
from the unit Major if the soldier undergoing *e 
punishment had committed a sei nous offense. 1 Massey 
appreciated the soldier's grit for disdaining to take a 
draught of water in such extreme hot weather. In 
Massey's eyes, the soldier was a superman so Massey 
recommended that the man be relieved of further 
punishment and summoned to the unit office^ When 
the soldier was produced before him. Major Massey s 
fcst quesdon to P him was, "For what offense did you 
suffer such a harsh punishment? 

He replied that he had been late for the parade by a 
few minutes for which the Sikh Company commander 
had pronounced this sentence on him. In a fit o 
religious pique Sikh officers of the Indian Army 
usually inflicted the severest punishments on Muslim 
soldiers. 

So then Major Massey asked him: 

"After such heavy physical exertion in such hot 
weather didn't you feel thirsty? You just nnsed your 
mouth, didn't you?" 

"Sir, I am human," said the soldier, "and 1 was dying 
with thirst. I am a Muslim and this is the montt. o 
Ramadan in which the Muslims are forbidden 1 to eat 
and drink. Fasting in Ramadan is the ™ d ‘ ird * 
faith in Islam and every adult and ^healthy Mushm 
ordained to fast from dawn to dusk. The soldie 
expatiated on the subject of fasting. 
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"But you could have quenched your excruciating thirst 
with one or two draughts of water. No one was 
watching you." said Major Massey 
"Allah was watching!" said the soldier, He is 
Omnipresent. I would sooner give away my life than 
disobey His Command." 

The Major then asked, "You were given a few 
minutes' rest, why didn't you seek relief in a shady 
spot?" 

"Sir," replied the soldier, "Salat (prayer) is the 
principal article of faith in Islam and it has to be 
offered punctually. Had I allowed myself to rest, I 
would have missed it and incurred Allah's wrath. For 
me duty to Allah takes precedence over personal 
ease." 

The Major was stunned by the character of this 
unknown preacher of Islam. Back in his bungalow 
he lay immersed in deep thoughts for a long time. 
How wonderful was the philosophy of Islam and its 
Laws which struck the devotion of these humble 
followers! The Major renounced social life in the club, 
lost interest in his military duties and fell into a 
contemplative mood. His brother officers wondered 
what had driven the Major into the abstraction. A 
week later he took four days' leave which he spent 
browsing in Rawalpindi bookshops. He purchased 
dozen of books on Islam in English and a few chapters 
of the Qur'an translated into English. Returning to 
Attack, he was wholly absorbed in studying this 
material. Over the next few days he had acquired an 
ocean of information about Islam. He made up his 
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mind forthwith to enter the fold of Islam begin a new 
life expiate for past sins and devote the rest of to 
days to P the propagation of Islam. On Friday the Adhan 

wJs a— Jtom the Fort Mosque. Ma^r Massey 

had a bath, donned a clean dress and headed for the 
mosque. The congregation was assembling and the 
Imam had yet to begin the 'Khutbah' (public address 
before the prayers). Stepping forward to the front row 
the Major humbly requested the Imam to initiate him 
into the Islamic faith. "I am convinced, said the 
Major, "that Islam is the only true religion with the 
only revealed scripture which has not brooked the 
slightest alteration during the last fourteen centuries. 
Indeed, Islam presents a complete code of life. 

All this from the tongue of a British Major was truly 
amazing for the Imam and the congregation. The Imam 
perhaps was pondering over the consequences of such 
a proceeding. All eyes were on the Major and the 
assembly remained motionless, but it soon ^galvanized 
itself and vociferously demanded the Major s initiation 
into Islam in the short time that was left for the sennon 
to begin. The assembly expressed its resolve to rise 
revolt if the authorities took any _ pmutive measures 
against the Imam. It was the Imam s bounden duty, 
they said, to take the pledge of faith tom any non- 
Muslim desiring to convert to Islam. The ‘ Inum i the 
asked the Major to pronounce the creed of faith (r- 
the Kalimah ) and recited to him the articles of Islam 
The Major, now a Muslim, was named Abdul 
Rahman Shouts of Takhir [Allah is Greatest rose 
from the congregation. The men kissed 
hands, embraced him and congratulated him on his 


Unknown Preacher of Islam 


21 


acceptance of the true religion. 

The news spread like wild fire through the garrison. 
The unit commander ordered the buglers to sound the 
officer call. The British and Indian units of the garrison 
fell in parade ground. Major Massey was divested of 
his belt and badges of rank in full view of the garrison. 
The colonel commandant then ordered the Major s 
confinement to his bungalow under the custody of a 
senior officer. A report was dispatched to the Army 
Headquarters in Delhi. The major was tried before a 
court-martial and was sentenced to " Bara Pathar 
(Dismissal from service). 

His goods were forfeited to the Government and his 
bank account was frozen and he himself was 
dispatched to Lahore under custody of a guard. 
Three or four hundred rupees in cash and the clothes 
he was wearing that was all he had. The helpless, 
crestfallen Major knew not what to do or where to go. 
He had no friend or acquaintance in Lahore. For the 
time being he took refuge in a small room in Braganza 
Hotel adjacent to the Railway Station. For many days 
he shut himself in this room. At first he even ate in his 
own room but feeling weary, he began to show up in 
the dining hall, but as yet kept aloof in a corner What 
he missed most were his books which had been 
confiscated. Reading the newspaper was his only 
pastime. It was a party night and the dining hall was 
bustling with merry-makers. The major sat alone m a 
comer lost in thought as usual. The revelers noted the 
strange man but left him to his abstractions. 

At the end of the party a gentleman approached him. 
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"Who are you?" enquired he, "and what is your 
nationality? Why are you so depressed? Can I help 
you?" 

Massey introduced himself and requested the 
gentleman to help him get in touch with some 
Islamic organization with a view to acquiring 
knowledge of Islam. Next day his new friend took 
the Major to the office of the Lahori party of Jamaat 
Ahmadiyya. The head of the Jamaat promised to 
arrange a suitable employment for him. The Major 
went to the Jamaat library every day to read the 
Jamaat literature. One day he read in a journal Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani' s claim to prophethood and 
a discussion on the Mirza's prophecies. According to 
what he had read so far the Major knew that 
Muhammad g| was the final prophet and the Qur'an 
the last scripture of Allah. In view of this the Mirza's 
claim to prophethood seemed fantastic. Non-pulsed, 
the Major sought the help of the librarian to clear this 
dilemma. The Librarian's explanations gave no 
satisfaction to the Major. The next day the Major 
went to the Qadiani mosque to offer the Friday prayer 
and asked the Imam to help clear the confusion in his 
mind. But the Imam's discourse further deepened his 
doubts about Mirza Ghulam Ahmad's prophecy. Who 
else could he turn to? He knew no one in Lahore. It 
was matter of chance that he read an article in the 
' Eastern Times' by Allama 'Abdullah Yusuf Ali, 
Principal of Islamia College (Railway Road) Lahore. 
Massey was familiar with this name because he had 
read Yusuf Ali's English translation of a few chapters 
of the Holy Qur'an. He went to Islamia College and 


Unknown Preacher of Islam 


23 


requested an interview with the Principal. In the 
course of the meeting Massey acquainted Allama 
Yusuf Ali with his circumstances and mentioned his 
perplexity about Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani. The 
Allama expressed his sympathy for him. As he would 
be absent in Bombay for a few days the Allama 
referred Massey to religious scholars for a discussion 
of his problem. On return the Allama, an 
accomplished Arabic scholar, translator and 
commentator of the Qur'an, exhaustively briefed 
Massey on the mischief which Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad Qadiani had created in the world of Islam. 
The Major's mind was now at rest. He was gaining 
some eminence among the Muslim elite in Lahore. 

Meanwhile the Major's financial resources were 
exhausted and he privately asked Allama Yusuf Ali 
to arrange some means of livelihood for him so that he 
could keep on his feet. The Allama talked to Sir Abdul 
Qadir, then President of Anjuman Himayat-i-Islam. Sir 
Abdul Qadir had invited Sir Sadiq Muhammad 
Abbasi V, the ruler of Bahawalpur State, to preside 
over the Anjuman's Annual session in the last week of 
December. Sir Abdul Qadir planned to introduce 
Massey to the Nawab with a request that a suitable 
job may be found for the new convert in Bahawalpur 
State. The Nawab, it was hoped, would favorably 
entertain the request. The Annual Session of the 
Anjuman was held on 26 December 1930. Eminent 
Muslim intellectuals, religious scholars and political 
leaders from all over the sub-continent were present at 
the session. They had a session for Major Massey so 
that he could speak about his reasons for entering the 
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fold of Islam and express his own views about the 
religious philosophy of Islam. At this session Major 
Massey was the guest speaker. He told the audience 
how the unflinching faith of a soldier had altered his 
outlook on life. Deeply impressed, the Nawab 
embraced the Major and lauded his courage and 
sacrifice for espousing the creed of Islam. At the end of 
the Anjuman's session Sir Abdul Qadir held a 
reception in honour of the Nawab of Bahawalpur at 
his Temple Road residence (Now Hamid Nizami 
Road). Prominent Muslims including Major Massey 
attended the function. When the dinner was over Sir 
Abdul Qadir presented the guests to His Highness the 
Nawab. The Major was presented last of all. He was 
warmly greeted by the Nawab who made him sit 
beside him on the sofa. Sir Abdul Qadir seized the 
opportune moment and requested the Nawab to enlist 
Major Massey in the Service of the Bahawalpur State 
where he would live in the congenial Islamic 
surroundings as a self respecting member of the 
Muslim fraternity. The Nawab welcomed the 
suggestion and asked Massey if he would like return 
to the Military life. 

Four days later Massey received through Sir Abdul 
Qadir an appointment order from the Bahawalpur 
State Ministry of Defense. Next day the Major 
entrained for Dera Nawab Sahib (35 miles away 
from Bahawalpur). 

The Nawab' s A.D.C. received him at the station. He 
was conducted to the State Guest House and later to 
the Headquarters of the Defense Ministry and General 
Officer Commanding where he joined duty. 
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In the short span of a year Colonel Massey upgraded 
the training and administration of his unit to the level 
of the Indian Army. The next year the Military Adviser 
of the state forces came from General Headquarters 
Delhi on his annual tour of inspection. He 
congratulated the Nawab on the high standard of 
training and discipline of his Army which excelled all 
the other state forces and was in every way at par with 
that of the Indian Army. To provide domestic bliss to 
the colonel the Nawab arranged his marriage with a 
widow belonging to a noble family. 

In June 1934 Colonel Massey passed away after a brief 
illness. He was buried in the Islamic mode with full 
military honors. His grave lies on the roadside 
between the highways running from Dera Nawab 
Sahib to Ahmadpur and Bahawalpur. During his 
lifetime, whenever Nawab Sir Sadiq Muhammad 
Khan Abbasi passed by the grave he would stop his 
car and visit the grave and pray for the soul of his 
beloved Muslim brother. 

May Allah bless all those who love Him, and worship 
Him with pure intentions 
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Wiping over Socks 

Thuban 4b narrated that the Prophet j|| ordered them 
to wipe over their turbans and socks. 

Mugheerah bin Shubah 4b narrated: 

"T7te Prophet *|| performed Wudu and wiped over his 
socks and shoes 

Imam Tirmidhi regarded this Hadith 'Hasan Sahih'. 
Moreover, Al-'alama Ahmed Shakir, Al-'alama Jamal- 
ud-Din Qasmi and Al-'alama Nasir-ud-Din Al-Albani 
also regarded it Sahih. 

Wiping over Socks by the Companions 

Uqbah bin Amir and Abu Mas'ud Ansari 4b wiped 
over their socks while they were wearing shoes with 
laces. 1 2 [3] 

Amr bin Harith 4* has stated that Ali urinated and 
then performed Wudu' (in such a manner that) he 
wiped over his socks and slippers [4] Ibn Hazam has 
mentioned the performance of wiping over the Khuff 
or socks with reference to twelve companions of the 
Prophet $f|, among them: Abdullah bin Mas'ud, Sa'd 
bin Abi Waqqas, Amr bin Harith 4b and Sahal bin 

[1] Abu Dau'd, Purification, Chapter: Wiping (Masah) over 
turbans. Hadith : 146 

[2] Tirmidhi, Purification, Chapter: What is said regarding 
wiping over socks and shoes. Hadith : 99 

[3] Baihaqi 1/258 

^ (Ibn Abi Shaibah and Ibnul-Mundhar) 
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Sa'd . 

In the course of his Wudu Anas bin Malik 4b wiped over 
his cap and his black socks, and then performed SalahP 

Ibn Qudamah says that there is consensus of the 
companions on the validity of wiping over the 
socks. ^ 

The Word ' Jourab ' in Arabic Lexicon 

According to the renowned Arabic lexicon, "Qamous" 
(^li) (1/146), everything that is worn on the foot is 
"jourab". The compiler of Tajul Aroos rb) says 

that whatever is worn, like an envelope, over the feet, 
is "Jourab". Al-'alama Ainee says that "Jourab" is made 
from wool and is worn on the feet and covers the foot 
and a little over the ankles. In Arida al-Ahwathi (c.j U 
,_p^Nl), the commentator of Hadith, Imam Abu Bakr 
Ibn-al-Arabi has stated that "Jourab" is something 
which is made of wool/ cotton, and also (sometimes) 
of (animal) hair. Ghayatul Maqsood (jj^lJI^Ip) holds 
that " Jourab " is made of leather, wool and cotton. 
What it proves is that "Jourab" signifies an envelope 
(i.e. a wrapping or encompassing cloth) or dress - no 
matter whether it is made of leather, cotton or wool - 
we can wipe over it. 

Wiping over the Turban 

Amr bin Umaiyyah Ad-Damri 4> narrated: 

3H5 OjI jl) 

[1] Ibn Abi Shaibah 1/173 
121 Baihaqi 1/285 

[3] Mughni Ibn Qudamah: 1/332, Proposition: 426 
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"I saw the Prophet sg| passing his wet hands over his 
Turban and Khuff (leather socks)." [1] 2 3 

Invocations after Wudu 

The Prophet sgg said: 

Jl — jl — Lk’ji; 4>"l p-^-5 i*® 

7 1 t aJL*& I.LoJ>ts (jlj 4J)l 71 aJI 7 (jl a^Jil '. (} jA> 

Lgj I ^jA t£jL«jL!l Ai>cJl t-»l jjI 4J c-*>da 

'7/ one o/ yon performs Wudu' properly and then 
says: Ash-hadu an laa ilaaha ilia Allaahu wa ash- 
hadu anna Muhammadan 'abduhu wa rasooluhu (I 
testify that there is no true god but Allah and that 
Muhammad is the slave of Allah, and His Messenger) 
(then) the eight gates of Paradise will open for him to 
enter through any gate he wishes . ,,[2] 

In the narration of Tirmidhi, the following addition is 
given to the invocation: 

Zr? ‘Z^'j^ 1 irt <J r^-' 

"Allaahumma j'alnee min al-tawaabeen waj'alnee 
minal-mutatahhireen (O Allah! Make me among 
those who turn to You in repentance, and make me 
among those who are purified.)"^ 


[1] Bukhari, Wudu, Chapter: To pass wet hands over the khuff, 
Hadith : 205 

[2] Muslim, Ablution, Chapter: What to say after Wudu', Hadith : 
234 

[3] Tirmidhi, Purification, Chapter: What to say after Wudu' 
Hadith : 55 


About the Siwdk 

The Siwdk is a tooth-cleaner extracted from the roots of 
a desert tree. Ibn Abbas narrated that he spent a 
night with the Prophet #|. When the Prophet H got up 
(for Saldh) in the latter part of the night, he #| went out 
and looked at the sky and then recited these verses: 

cSB cfjVis # 4 

’ g .yC h yT>} kill ijdll 0 

\% cl C % \ # 4 

lZi» 

"Vcn'/y in f/ie creation of the heavens and the earth 
and the alternation of night and day..." 

Up to the words: 

"...Save us from the torment ofHell." ll] 

He then returned to his house, used the Siwdk, 
performed Wudu', and then he stood and performed 
Saldh. He then laid down. Then he ig got up (again), 
went out, looked at the sky, recited the verses 
(mentioned above), then returned, used the Siwdk, 
performed Wudu' and again performed Saldh. 

'Aishah ^ narrated that whenever the Prophet H 
entered the house, he would use the Siwdk . 

Hudhaifah & narrated: 


[1] Al-lmran 3: 190-191 

[2] Muslim, Ablution, Chapter: Pertaining to the Siwdk, Hadith : 
253 
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oii >^1; jin ly. f ii iSi ig 4^' ou» 

"Whenever the Prophet |g got up at night, he used to 
clean his mouth with the Siwak. 

Abu Hurairah narrated: Allah's Messenger #| said: 

- jz jl ( \ d\ j\ - jS b\ NjJ» 

"If I had not found it hard for my followers or the 
people, I would have ordered them to clean their teeth 
with the Siwak before every Saldh . " 

The Prophet #§ put emphasis on the use of the Siwak. 
Anas 4® narrated: Allah's Messenger jig said: 

J o>s1» 

"I hflue toZd you repeatedly to (use) the Siwak.” [2] 

' Aishah 4& narrated that the Messenger of Allah jig said: 

"77ze Siwak is a means of purification for the mouth 
and a source of achieving the pleasure of Allah.” ^ 

Tahiyat-ul-Wudu' 

Tahiyat 1 2 ul-Wudu is a Saldh in which two Nafl (not 
obligatory) Rak'ahs are prayed after performing Wudu'. 

[1] Bukhari, Wudu', Chapter: Siwak, Hadith: 245 

[2] Bukhari, Friday, Chapter: To clean the teeth with the Siwak on 
Friday, Ahadith : 887, 888 

[3] Nasai, Purification, Chapter: Persuasion on using the Siwak, 
Hadith : 5 
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Uqbah bin 'Amir 4* narrated, the Messenger of 
Allah j|g said: 

{jA La* 

#aL>J| 1CU4-J Nl (. 4 ~Lsj 

"He who performs Wudu, and does it thoroughly and 
then stands up to offer two Rak'ahs (Nafl); with his 
heart and speech in them (with inward and outward 
attention) Paradise is granted to him. 

Several Prayers with One Wudu 

Buraidah narrated: The Prophet s|g performed 
(several) prayers with the same Wudu' on the Day of 
Conquest. And he passed his wet hands over his 
leather socks. 'Umar said to him, "You did 
something today which you did not do before." He 
(the Prophet j||) said: "Umar! I intentionally did it." [2) 

Rinsing the Mouth after Drinking Milk (Before 
Saldh) 

Ibn Abbas 4» narrated: The Messenger of Allah ^ 
drank milk, rinsed his mouth and said: 



"It has fat" S 3 * 


Muslim, Purification, Chapter: Desirable statement after 
Wudu', Hadith: 234 

[2] Muslim, Ablution, Chapter: Performing (several) prayers with 
one Wudu', Hadith : Til 

[3] Bukhari, Wudu', Chapter: Whether to rinse the mouth after 
drinking milk, Hadith : 211 
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"By the movement of his beard." [1] 

Ibn Abbas 4b narrated: 

's>\ UJ 'jf\ L_i s|| ( ^li| ly>» 

4$ dy»j j 4 'f -p 

7?ze Prophet H recited aZowd in f/ze Salah in (those 
Surahs) which he was ordered to do so and quietly in 
the Salah in which he was ordered to do so . 'And your 
Lord is never forgetful ( Maryam 19:64) and 'Indeed 
in the Messenger of Allah (Muhammad t||) you have 
a good example to follow.' (Al-Ahzdb 33 :21) [2] 

Recitation in the Maghrib Prayer 

Ibn Abbas narrated: (My mother) Umm Al-Fadl & 
heard me reciting 'Wal Mursaldti 'Urfa' ( Surah No. 77) 
and said, "O my son! By Allah, your recitation made me 
remember that it was the last Surah I heard from Allah's 
Messenger s|§. He recited it in the Maghrib prayer." 

Marwan bin Al-Hakam 4* narrated: Zaid bin Thabit 
4b said to me, "Why do you recite very short Surahs in 
the Maghrib prayer while I heard the Prophet #| 
reciting the longer of the two long Surahs ?" [Al-A'raf 
and Al-Maidah (No. 7 & No. 5) or Al-A'raf and Al- 
An'am (No. 7 & No. 6)] (See Fath Al-Bari, Vol.2, Pages 
389, 390) [3] , . 


[1] Bukhari, Adhan, Chapter: To recite in the Z uhr and 'Asr 
prayers, Hadith : 777 

[2] Bukhari, Adhan, Chapter: To recite aloud in the Fair prayer, 
Hadith : 774 

[3J Bukhari, Adhan, Chapter: The recitation of the Qur'an in the 
Maghrib prayer, Aliadith : 763, 764 
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Jubair bin Mut'im narrated: 

^ \ j > i|§ 

I heard Allah's Messenger reciting At-Tur (Surah 
No. 52) in the Maghrib prayer. [1] 

'Aishah 4b narrated: 

ijjlo ^ Vf 5l| 4)1 Jjd-j j1» 

Jt 

The Messenger of Allah recited Srah Al-A’raf in 
Maghrib prayer and he divided it in two Rak'ahs. [2] 

Recitation in 'Isha Prayer 

Jabir 4» narrated: Mu'adh bin Jabal 4b used to pray 
with the Prophet and then go lead his people in 
Salah. One night he performed 'Ishd' prayer with the 
Prophet #|. He then came to his people and led them 
in Salah and began with Surat Al-Baqarah. A man 
turned aside, said the Taslim (saying As-Sahmu 
Alaikum when concluding the prayer), then prayed 
alone and departed. People said to him: "Have you 
become a hypocrite, O so-and-so?" He said: "I swear 
by Allah that I have not, but I will certainly go to 
Allah's Messenger j|| and inform (him) about this." He 
then came to the Messenger of Allah and said: "O 
Messenger of Allah, we look after camels that we use 
for watering, and work by day. Mu'adh 4b performed 

m Bukhari, Adhan, Chapter: To recite aloud in the Maghrib 
prayer, Hadith : 765 

121 Nasai, As-Saldt, Chapter: Recitation in the Maghrib., Hadith: 
992 
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the 'Isha' prayer with you. He then came and began 
with Surah Al-Baqarah.” Allah's Messenger then 
turned to Mu'adh 4 and said: 

o-Lu :oLiA Jli . « 1 ASCj \(f\j tliiL lyil ?cJl olSl# 

^ $ yA If ^ J&\ Li Si IjjZZ J 
2r“^j ‘4^. 'H 

"Are you t/tere to trouble (the people)? Recite such 
and such a Surah.” Jdbir 4 narrated that the 
Prophet it said, "Recite 'Washshamsi Wad-Duhaha' 
(Surah: 91), 'Wad-Duha' (Surah: 92) and 'Sabbih' 
Isma Rabbikal 'Ala' (Surah: 87). Upon this 'Amr said: 
"and like these (Surahs).” [1] 

Abu Rafi 4 narrated: I offered the 'Isha' prayer 
behind Abu Hurairah 4 and he recited 'Idhas Sama'un 
Shaqqat' (Surah No. 84) and prostrated. On my 
enquiring why he had done so, he said: 

((oUJl Lgj Jljl yl 

"I prostrated behind Abul-Qasim (the Prophet g|) 
(when he recited that Surah) and I will keep 
performing this prostration while reciting it till I 
meet him . " 

Al-Bara' 4 narrated: 

J> Vj& i/L 615 j|§ Sl» 
^AAj a 

[l] Muslim, As-Salat, Chapter: Recitation in the 'Isha prayer 
Hadith : 465 
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The Prophet #| was on a journey and recited in one of 
the first two Rak'ahs of the Isha' prayer 'Wat-Tini 
Waz-Zaituni' (Surah no. 93). [1] 

Sulaiman bin Yasar 4 narrated: "So-and-so used to 
prolong the first two Rak'ahs of the Zuhr prayer and 
shorten the 'Asr prayer, and recite the short Surahs 
from the Mufassal in Maghrib prayer, medium-length 
Surahs in the 'Isha prayer, and the long ones in the Fajr 
prayer. Then Abu Hurairah 4 said: 

1,a £jg <0)1 d^-y, vA *\jj lAA lh> 

"I never prayed behind anyone whose prayer more 
closely resembles that of Allah's Messenger jgg than 
this person . " ^ 

Reciting Two or Three Surahs in One Rak'ah 

Anas 4 said: One of the Ansar used to lead the Ansar 
in Saldh in the Quba' mosque and it was his habit to 
recite 'Qul huwal-lahu Ahad' (No.112) whenever he 
wanted to recite something in Saldh . When he finished 
that Surah, he would recite another one with it. He 
followed the same procedure in each Rak'ah. His 
companions discussed this with him and said, "You 
recite this Surah and do not consider it sufficient and 
then you recite another. Won't you recite it alone or 
leave it and recite another?" He said, "I will never 
leave it and if you want me to be your Imam on this 
condition then it is all right; otherwise I will leave 

[1] Bukhari, Adhan, Chapter: To recite aloud in the 'Isha prayer, 
Ahadith :766,767 

[2] Nasai, As-Salat, Chapter: Brief Qiydm and Recitation, Hadith : 
983. See detail of Mufassal on Page 207 
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you." They knew that he was the best amongst them 
and they did not like someone else to lead them in 
Salah. When the Prophet #£ went to them as usual, 
they informed him about it. The Prophet |§| addressed 
him and said, "O so-and-so, what forbids you from 
doing what your companions ask you to do? Why do 
you read this particular Surah in every Rak'ah ?" He 
replied, "I love this Surah." The Prophet |§| said, "Your 
love for this Surah will make you enter Paradise." 

Abu Wa'il narrated: A man came to Ibn Mas'ud 4® 
and said, "I recited the Mufassal (Surahs) at night in 
one Rak'ah. Ibn Mas'ud 4& said, "This recitation is (too 
quick) like the recitation of poetry. I know the identical 
Surahs which the Prophet j|§ used to recite in pairs." 
Ibn Mas'ud 4® then mentioned 20 Mufassal Surahs 
including two Surahs from the family of (i.e., those 
Surah which begin with) Ha-Mim (^A which the 
Prophet sH used to recite in each Rak'ah 

Reciting Carefully and Distinctly 

Abdullah bin 'Amr bin A1-' As 4® narrated that Allah's 
Messenger #! said: 

^ Jj y U5 JJjj ‘JhjL? 1/1 Jttfj * 

® V&j fkj ajI oh t UjJI 

''The one who was devoted to the recitation of the 
Noble Qur'an will be asked on the Day of 
Resurrection: 'Go on reciting and ascending (in 
ranks) as carefidly and distinctly as you did in the 

[1] Bukhari, Adhdn, Chapter: To recite two Surahs in one Rak'ah, 
Ahadith : 774,775 
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world. Your station will be at the last Verse of your 
recitation.'" 

Recitation in a Pleasant Voice 

Abu Hurairah narrated: I heard Allah's Messenger 
H saying: 

. ®tjT yilh di dil dSL 

'Allah does not listen so attentively to anything as He 
listens to the recitation of the Noble Qur'an by a 
Prophet who recites well with a melodious and an 
audible voice." ^ 

Recitation of Some Special Surahs 

Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri 4® narrated: "Regarding the 
recitation of the Surat Al-Ikhlas (Surah. 112), Allah's 
Messenger ^ said: 

(((jljxll Ati IgJj 0A1 (jJJljl* 

"By Him in Whose Hand my soul is, this surah is 
equal to one third of the Qur'an.” 

According to another narration, he j|§ said to his 
Companions: 

«?aJl! ^ oTjjill Al!> \jAj dl 

"Is it difficult for any of you to recite one-third of the 
Qur'an in one night?" This suggestion was difficult 

[1] Abu Dau'd, As-Saldt, Chapter: In what way distinction in 
recitation is desirable, Hadith : 1464 

[2] Bukhari, Virtues of the Qur'an, Chapter: Whoever does not 
recite the Qur'an in a pleasant tone, Hadith : 7482 
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for them so they said, "Who among us has the power 
to do so, O Allah's Messenger?" Allah's Messenger 
HI replied, "Allah (the) One, the Self-Sufficient 
Master, Wlwm all creatures need. [Surat Al-Ikhlas 
(V. 112 : 1-4)] is equal to one-third of the Qur'an. 

Uqbah bin Amir 4* narrated that Allah's Messenger 
#! said: 

L-ffj ijc.} ?JaS \L jU sHlI cJjjl OUT ') JJ!» 

"Do you not know that last night certain Verses were 
revealed which have no precedence. They are: 'Say: 1 
seek refuge with (Allah) the Lord of daybreak' (Surah 
113), and 'Say: 1 seek refuge with (Allah) the Lord of 
mankind (Surah 114)."' ^ 

Abu Hurairah 4 narrated: I heard Allah's Messenger 
M saying: 

d qT^aJl {ja ijjA jl» 

1( 4jA .JU 

"A Surah in the Qur'an which contains thirty Verses 
will intercede for a man till his sins are forgiven. This 
Surah is 'Blessed is He in Whose Hand is the 
dominion."' (Surat Al-Mulk-67). 

[1] Bukhari, Virtues of the Qur'an, Chapter: The superiority of 
"Qul-Huwa Allahu Ahad" , Ahadith : 5013, 5015 

[2] Muslim, As-Saldt, Chapter: Excellence of reciting Surah Al- 
Falaq and Surah An-Nds, Hadith : 814 

[3] Tirmidhi, Merits of Qur'an, Chapter: Wb.it is said regarding 
Surah Al-Mulk, Hadith ; 2891 
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Preserve the Qur'an 

Uqbah bin Amir 4 stated that Allah's Messenger H 
said: 

y$J oJG 4j I (yjuj 4)1 

((jjidl ^ Ixii: -Eil 

"Acquire knowledge of the Book of Allah. Preserve it 
in your memory and recite it with a beautiful voice. I 
swear by Him who has my life in His Hand, a camel 
does not run so swiftly at the loosening of its knee- 
rope as does the Qur'an from the memory of one who 
memorizes Qur'an." [1] 2 3 

Response to Various Verses 

It is permissible for the Imam and his followers to 
individually respond to some Verses after reciting 
them. 

Hudhaifah 4 narrated: I performed Salah with the 
Prophet #§ one night, and he started reciting Surat Al- 
Baqarah. I thought that he would go in Ruku' at the end 
of one hundred verses, but he continued (reciting); and 
I thought that he would perhaps recite (the Surah ) in 
the whole Rak'ah, but he continued the recitation; I 
thought he would perhaps bow on completing it. He 
3 f§ then started reciting Surah An-Nisa' which he 
followed with Surah Al-Imran. He recited 

leisurely. When he recited a Verse which mentioned 
the Glory of Allah, he glorified (by saying 'Subhan 
Allah' - Glory to Allah the Great) and when he recited 


Musnad Ahmad : 4/146 
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the Verse which tells how the Lord is to be begged, 
Allah's Messenger |g would then beg from Him; and 
when he |§§ recited a Verse asking one to seek Allah's 
protection, he would seek Allah's protection. Then he 
bowed and said, 'Subhana Rabbiyal-atheem' (Glory be to 
my Mighty Lord), his bowing lasted about the same 
length of time as his standing, (and then on returning 
to the standing posture after Ruku') he would say, 
'Sami' Allahu liman hamidah, Rabbana lakal-hamd' (Allah 
listens to him who praises Him. Praise is to you. Our 
Lord!). And he would then stand about the same 
length of time as he had spent in bowing. He would 
then prostrate himself and say, 'Subhana Rabbi al-'ala' 
(Glory be to my Lord, the Most High), and his 
prostration lasted nearly the same length of time as 
his standing ( Qiyam). [1] 

Abdullah bin Abbas narrated: 

Jli djj lil dlS - ^1)1 <1)1® 

When the Prophet #§ recited : "Glorify the Name of 
your Lord, the Most High." he would say : 

"I extol the Holiness of my Lord, the Most High.” [2] 

Saying Takhir on Bowing 

Abu Hurairah narrated: 

ffkl o*>Uk)l ISI 3||| 4lll J jdj <1)IS1> 

1 1 1 Muslim, As-Salat, Chapter: Preference of prolonging the 
recitation in the night prayer, Hadith : 111 
[2] Abu Dau'd, As-Salat, Chapter: Invocation in the Salah, Hadith : 
883 
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£f°S- irAl dil £-<d» : JjjSj jrfL 

KJuwdl dJ Loj® ! JjA dr? ‘uG’ 

Whenever Allah's Messenger #| stood for Salah, he 
said Takbir on starting the Salah and then on bowing. 
(On rising from bowing) he said: 'Sami Allahu liman 
hamidah', and then while standing straight he used to 
say 'Rabbana lakal-hamd .' 111 

Abu Hurairah 4® narrated: 

lil N® : Jjjsj iUl«j 4i\ J jZjj jl 5® 

lilj : 1 jJ jis Nj : Jli ISIj fS 

: IjJjis l j*i 4)1 : JU ISIj j 

dJ llj ! p-g-L5l 

"While teaching us the Messenger of Allah said, 
"Do not try to go ahead of the Imam, recite Takbir 
when he recites it, and when he says, 'Wala 
addalleen' you should say 'Ameen', bow down when 
he bows down, and when he says: 'Sami 'Allahu 
liman hamida' (Allah heard those who sent praises 
and thanks to Him) say : 'Allahumma 'Rabbana lakal- 
hamd' (O Allah! Our Lord! All the praises and thanks 
are for You)." l2] 

Raf'ul-Yadain (Raising of the Hands up to the 
Shoulders in Prayer) 

[1] Bukhari, Adhan, Chapter: Saying the Takbir on rising from 
prostration, Hadith : 789 

[2] Muslim, As-Salat, Chapter: Prohibition of Pronouncing the 
Takbir before the Imam, Hadith : 415 
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There are above four hundred Hadiths which refer to 
Raful-Yadain before and after Ruku'. A few of these are 
given: 

Abdullah bin Zubair narrated: 

^ jPp y Jlis® 

lilj IS! 4 4lP4l)l 

J i-aU- cyly ^b 

ISIj 4 lijj S^LSall ISI ajJj olSvs t <u 1 

(( y ^b £fJ 

"J performed Salah behind Abu Bakr 4>- When he 
started Salah, and before bowing for Ruku and after 
raising his head from Ruku' he used to raise his hands 
(up to his shoulders). He used to say that the 
Messenger of Allah % also performed Raful-Yadain in 
the beginning of Salah before Ruku', and after raising 
his head from Ruku'." [ 1 

'Umar Farooq 4 once intended to tell people the way 
of performing Salah. He stood facing toward the Qiblah 
and raised both hands to the level of his shoulders, 
then he said 'Allahu Akbar', then bowed for Ruku', and 
in the same way raised his hands and raised his hands 
when he raised his head from Ruku' 

Ali 4b narrated: 

jjA j*fjj fs o*U/2Jl IS| OU 41# 

[1] Al-Baihaqi, As-Salalt, Chapter: Comprehension of the 
Characteristics of Salah, 2/73 

[2] Nasbur Rayah 1 / 415,416 
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01 Sbb ^*b? i ISI dUS jL 

fyd £j5^J| y? J ‘b*44j 

dlJ jS AjOj ISJj JlpU jA j 

The Messenger of Allah $H used to raise his hands in 
the beginning of Salah, before bowing for Ruku', and 
after raising his head from Ruku', and when he stood 
up after performing two Rak'ahs P 

Wa'il bin Hujr 4 narrated that: 

fs 4 0*^Jdl ^ jbo J~>- ffSj ^ !j\j 4jt» 

bJj 4 4jj£j c_ isxJl — AoSI JL>- 

yt zf/P {fy. Ol Sljl ills <.ijf 1^1 ( _ s u 

y4 4)1 : Jli ills 4 ff> j*j 1 L-g -*# j jU (. t-jjill 

ye. 4 L«Ja 4 4jJj £-b 

"He saw the Prophet H raising his hands at the time 
of beginning the Salah and reciting Takbir (and 
according to Hammam, he narrated: the hands were 
lifted opposite the ears) . He wrapped his hands in his 
garment and placed his right hand over his left hand . 
And when he was about to bow down, he brought out 
his hands from the garment, and then raised them, 
and then recited Takbir and bowed down; and when 
he said: 'Sami 'Allahu liman hamidah,' he raised his 
hands and when he prostrated himself, he prostrated 
between his two palms . " 121 

[l] Abu Dau'd, As-Salat, Chapter: About raising the hands when 
one stands after two Rak'ahs, Hadith : 744 
121 Muslim, As-Salalt, Chapter: Placing the right hand over the 
left hand, Hadith : 401 


